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Among the Slavers
of Dianga
The monastery at Hugli' stood a shining light in the midst of the
vast Paganism of Bengala', says Manrique. He had arrived in
June 162S, and a year and three months now went by. When, as
it seemed to him, he was just beginning 'fully to appreciate the
sweet association of those godly men', the Prior ordered him to go
to Dianga to relieve a certain Friar Domingos de la Purificagao,
who was vicar of that district.
Dianga lay in what is now Eastern Bengal, but then was the
North-West Frontier viceroyalty of the Arakanese monarchy. The
viceregal capital was Chittagong near the mouth of the Karna-
phuli, Dianga being close by on the other side of the river. As for
the kingdom of Arakan itself, let it be said for the moment that
it was a Mongolian Buddhist state, similar to the Burmese, and
had occupied the Hindu territory of Chittagong in the previous
century. It stretched some six hundred miles down the littoral of
the Bay of Bengal, the north-east frontier marching with the
Burmese domain.
On the llth of September 1629 Manrique embarked on a
Portuguese galley which was lying in the river at Hugli. The
galley had come from Dianga to sell a cargo, possibly of slaves, for
one of the occupations of the Portuguese at Dianga was to make
slave raids on the delta villages of the Sundarbans—we have seen,
how they had made Saugar Island uninhabitable—and sell the
Bengalis so kidnapped at Hugli and other ports of India, or to the
Arakanese who used them to plough, and to reap the rice crop.
Dianga, originally leased by the Arakanese to Portuguese private
merchants as a port, had long ceased to be such a place of normal
trade. We need not give its history here. Suffice it to say that its
merchants turned pirate and gave the Arakanese a great deal of
trouble. It had been necessary some years before to reduce them
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